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Even though Roberto Clemente made 
his greatest achievements playing 
in Pittsburgh with the Pirates, his 
history and career have strong ties 
to Puerto Rican baseball.



Clemente made his start playing 
baseball in the San Antón barrio 
until Roberto Marín recruited him to 
play short stop and third base for 
the 1951 Sello Rojo softball team.



Clemente, age 17, was still attending
high school in Carolina, PR.



Shortly after his time playing with 
Sello Rojo team Clemente joins the 
Puerto Rican Amateur Baseball 
League, playing short stop and center 
field for the Juncos-Denia team. 





On September 17th, 1952, 
Roberto Clemente attends a 
try-out hosted by the Dodgers 
at Sixto Escobar Stadium in San 
Juan Puerto Rico. Al Campanis is 
on sight to oversee the event.





Clemente catches the 
eye of Pedrin Zorrilla 
and two months 
later, he signs a 
contract with the 
Cangrejeros de 
Santurce team. 



CLEMENTE IS SO YOUNG THAT HIS 
FATHER SIGNS HIS CONTRACT WITH 
THE SANTURCE BASEBALL CLUB
IN HIS PLACE.





following the 1952-53 season 
Clemente is promoted to the 
starting lineup. Hitting a .288 
as the team’s leadoff hitter 
and receiving his iconic #21 
on the uniform.





In the 1954-55 
season, Clemente 
hits a walk-off 
home run earning 
him a cover spot on 
puerto rican 
Besibol Magazine.



in 1954 He also plays 
ALONGSIDE WILLIE MAYS, AND 
OTHER STARS, helping THE 
CANGREJEROS TEAM  win the 
1954 CARRIBEAN WORLD SERIES.





in 1955, Clemente joins one of the most 
legendary line ups in the history of the 
Caribbean league. Dubbed “the panic 
squad” this line consisted of Willie Mays, 
Roberto Clemente, Buster clarkson, bob 
thurman and george crowe and brings 
home a massive victory by winning the 
Caribbean world series that year.Caribbean world series that year.





in December, 1956, Clemente is 
traded to the caguas baseball 
club to help with santurce’s 
debt. juan pizarro and Ronnie 
samford are also traded as 
part of the $30,000 deal. 







in 1958, clemente plays in 
the carribean series for 
the puerto rican team. 
Through puerto rico falls 
to cuba in game 12, 
clemente earns an 
all-star spot for his work 
in center field. in center field. 



in september of 1959, after being 
included in a trade deal between caguas 
and san juan,  clemente signs a contract 
with the senadores for $800, plus $200 
for expenses, per month.
also included in the trade are José 
“Palillo” Santiago and Canenita Allen. 






