
the silver bats



Beginning with winning the 1960 World Series, 
Clemente’s career was filled with numerous awards 
and accolades, including being a 15x All-Star, 2x 
World Series Champion, NL MVP, World Series MVP, 12x 
Gold Glove Award winner, and 4x NL Batting Champion.



In 1961, he won 
the first of four 
Silver Bat Awards 
with a .351 
batting average. 
The Silver Bat 
Award was given 
annually to the 
two MLB players 
who lead each 
league in batting 
average.



Clemente 
again won 
the Silver 
Bat Award in 
1964 with a 
.339 batting 
average.



Clemente also 
won a 4th 
consecutive 
Gold Glove 
Award this 
year.



Roberto Clemente’s 
1961 and 1964 Silver 
Bat Awards are 
displayed at The 
Clemente Museum.



In 1965, he 
won a third 
Silver Bat 
Award with 
a .329 
batting 
average.



Again, Clemente 
wins a Gold Glove 
alongside the 
Silver Bat, 
proving his 
dominance both 
in the field and 
at the plate.at the plate.



Clemente won his 4th 
and final Silver Bat 
Award in 1967 with a 
career-high batting 
average of .357



Despite not winning the award again, 
Clemente maintained impressive batting 
averages in his final four years.

 1969 - .345 | 1970 - .352 | 1971 - .341 | 1972 - .312



The award was originally 
called the John A. "Bud" 
Hillerich Award, named for 
the founder of Louisville 
Slugger, and was first 
given out to minor league 
batting champions starting 
in 1934. In 1949, it was 
expanded to the majors.



The Silver Bat Award continued 
to be presented to each NL and AL 
batting champion until 1980, at 
which time it became known as 
the Silver Slugger Award, which 
honors the best offensive player 
at each position in each league.


